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TRY  BEFORE  YOU  BUY 


"It's  all  done  with  mirrors"  is  more  than  a  joke  to  women  who 

consistently  find  ^ood  "buys  when  they  shop  for  ready-made  dresses.  They 

try  everything  on,  says   of  the   Extension 

(Name)  (State) 
Service.     The  size  marked  on  the  garment  may  be  a  partial  guide  to  fit,  or 

it  may  be  very  misleading,    Unfortunately  manufacturers'  sizes  are  not  stand- 
ardized either  by  age  or  by  bust  measure.  And  women  are  not  standardized 
either  I 

Tryina-  on  means  m.ore  than  holding  the  dress  up  to  one's  shoulders,  or 
slipping  it  over  a  street  dress  in  the  aisle  of  a  crowded  store.     It  means 
putting  the  dress  on  just  as  it  will  be  v/orn,  standing  before  a  full-length 
mirror,  and  using  another  mirror  to  see  how  the  dress  looks  on  all  sides  and 
in  back.    A  careful  buyer  sits  down  to  see  if  there  is  enough  room  in  the 
back  of  the  skirt  and  through  the  hips,  and  whether  the  skirt  rides  up 
ungracefully  at  her  knees.     She  notes  whether  the  dress  stays  in  piece  at 
the  neck,  neither  riding  back  nor  up  on  the  neck. 

Shoulder  slope  and  shoulder  width  are  very  important,  for  good 
shoulder  fit  anchors  the  whole  dress.     If  the  shoulder  is  too  wide,  the 
sleeves  slide  dovm  on  the  arms,  and  if  there  are  Ions-  sleeves,  the  elbow 
fullness  does  not  come  in  the  right  place.     It's  eauslly  bad  to  have  the 
sleeves  set  too  high. 

Just  how  snugly  one  wants  the  v/aistline  to  fit  depends  somewhat  on 
the  kind  of  dress  and  what  the  wearer  does  when  she  has  it  on.     But  in 
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general  v/omen  want  their  waistlines  to  fall  in  a  straight  line  aroiind  the 
waist,  so  that  the  skirt  fits  smoothly  over  the  hips  and  stays  in  place.  In 
a  house  dress  a  woman  reaches  and  sits  and  walks  about.     She  generally  wants 
a  rather  loose  fit  at  the  waist,  plenty  of  "give"  through  the  shoulders,  and 
sleeves  that  do  not  catch  on  her  arms  as  she  reaches.     She  wants  the  neck 
line  to  be  cool  and  comfortable.     If  she  drives  a  car,  the  dress  she  wears 
should  be  especially  comfortable  in  the  shoulders  and  sleeves,  and  roomy  in 
the  skirt  and  back. 

Room  for  action  is  less  necessary  in  dresses  chosen  for  street  and 
office  wear.     But  comif  or  table  fit  even  for  a  sitting- down  job  is  essential. 
Best  choices  generally  for  a  businesswoman  or  teacher  are  simply  styled 
skirts  that  will  not  wrinkle  or  stretch  out  of  shape  during  the  long  hours 
at  a  desk. 

There's  a  new  Government  bulletin  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics 
which  covers  all  these  points  and  many  others.     It's  entitled  "Women's 
Dresses  and  Slips  -  a  Buying  Guide,"  (Farm^ers'  Bulletin  1851)  and  anyone 
can  get  a  copy  free  while  the  supply  holds  out. 
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